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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Paddy Byrne is a retired Biology teacher who has been involved in
angling and Òangling politicsÓ all his life.  His first introduction to
committee work was over forty years ago when he was elected to
the committee of his home club on the River Liffey.  Three years later
he was elected Hon.  Secretary, a position he held for the next
thirty years.  In addition to his interest in angling, environmental
conservation and communications, he had a particular leaning
towards organisational management.  As well as a degree in
Science he has a Certificate in Public Relations and  a Certificate in
Management of Voluntary and Community Organisations .

He is currently a Director and Hon. Secretary of Recreational Angling
Ireland. (RAI), National Hon. Secretary of the National Anglers'
Representative Association (NARA) and a Director of the Central
Fisheries Board. He is Secretary/Registrar of the Eastern Fisheries
Development Society and Chairman/Convenor of the Fisheries
Development Societies Forum. He is Editor of "NARA News"  for
sixteen years and he is a regular contributor to the ÒIrish Anglers
DigestÓ magazine. 

In the past he was involved in the Water Pollution Advisory Council,
the Eastern Regional Fisheries Board, the Salmon Management Task
Force and the National Salmon Commission. He was a Delegate to
European Anglers Alliance Meetings at home and in Europe and an
NGO at meetings of Nor th Atlantic Salmon Conservation
Organisation (NASCO).

His involvement in Recreational Angling Ireland has prompted the
publication of this handbook which has been in incubation for a
number of years.  It is published by RAI as a service to anglers and
angling clubs of all persuasions.
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ABOUT RAI

RAI is a Company Limited by Guarantee, Registered in Ireland, Number 379043.
The present structure of RAI is that of a Board composed of Directors representative of
member organisations with an independent Company Secretary and Chairman.

The vision of RAI is:

Ireland will remain as one of the best places in the world to fish.  

There will be a wide range of oppor tunities for recreational anglers to fish in harmony and
enjoyment.  The lead organisations promoting and developing recreational angling will be
well organised and viable, providing excellent services to their members at all levels
through sound management, operations budgets and appropriate policies.

The goals of RAI are:

� To develop excellence in the sport of angling

� To develop a youth angling training programme

� To involve participation at all levels in angling of all kinds

� To encourage and foster high achievers in competitive angling

� To assist development and support the national recreational fishing organisations

� To secure new resources and support for these organisations.

� The raise the profile of the recreational fishing sector

� To provide technical advice on relevant issues.

The policy of RAI is: 

To involve all angling representative organisations in achieving these goals. 
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BRINGING THE FISH IN

� If a fish is caught it should be brought in quickly by keeping pressure on it until

it can be guided gently into quiet water for quick release.

RELEASING THE FISH

� Fish intended for release should be kept in the water.  Exposing a fish to the

air for even a short period, for example to take a photograph, can

significantly reduce its chance of survival

� The weight of the fish should be estimated from its length so as to avoid

removing the fish from the water

� Use a table overleaf gives approximate conversion values

� Where possible, conversion tables should be developed for appropriate river

stocks

� Handling of the fish should be minimised but when necessary the fish should

be gently supported from beneath but must not be squeezed or held by

the gills

� If the hook cannot be removed, the leader should be cut close to the hook prior

to release

� After removing the hook, or cutting the leader if the hook could not be

removed, the fish should be supported in the water facing into the current and

allowed to recover until it swims off

� Fish which have suffered serious damage (hooked in the gills or eyes or

bleeding heavily) should be retained in preference to lightly hooked fish unless

their retention contravenes local or national regulations.

THE BENEFITS

The evidence we have suggests that if fish are handled according to these

guidelines, most of them will survive.  Carefully releasing fish rather than

retaining them can therefore make a real contribution to conservation.

Text copyright © Patrick F. Byrne 2005.
All rights reserved.  No par t of this handbook may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system
or transmitted in any form or by means, electronic or mechanical by photocopying, recording

or otherwise, without prior permission in writing from the publisher.  
Every effort has been made to ensure that credits accurately comply with information supplied.

Photographs courtesy of Central Fisheries Board and Recreational Angling Ireland.

Design & Layout: Fionnuala Maguire at Donovan Printing.
Printed by: Donovan Printing Limited, 

Unit 16 - 18 Tarmel Centre, Cutlery Road, Newbridge, Co. Kildare.  

First published in Ireland in 2005 by Recreational Angling Ireland, 
Swords Business Campus, Swords, Co. Dublin.
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GUIDELINES ON CATCH AND RELEASE
TYPE OF GEAR

� Artificial flies should be used since fish caught by this means are less likely to

suffer serious damage than fish caught using baited hooks or lures

� Small, barbless hooks should be used since they do less damage, are easier

to remove and reduce handling time which can be an important factor

influencing survival

� Treble hooks should not be used

� Gaffs and tailers should not be used if the fish are intended for release

� If necessary a large landing net made from non-abrasive netting and with

small meshes should be used

� The fishing gear used should be strong enough to enable the fish to be brought

in quickly, taking account of the prevailing conditions and the possible size of

fish that might be caught.

ANGLING CLUB ORGANISATION
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(2) A person appointed to be a waterkeeper under this section shall not act in that capacity until his
appointment is confirmed (which confirmation shall be effected by endorsing the instrument of
appointment) by any District Justice within whose district such waterkeeper is appointed to act.

(3) A Judge of the District Court may upon complaint made to him revoke the appointment of a person
appointed under this section as a waterkeeper to act within the district of such Justice, and
thereupon the appointment of such person as a waterkeeper shall be determined.

(4) An instrument appointing a person to be a waterkeeper under this section shall be subject to a
stamp duty of five shillings.

(5) If any person acts as a private waterkeeper without having his appointment confirmed under
subsection (2) of this section or after his appointment has been revoked under subsection (3) of
this section, such person shall be guilty of an offence under this section and shall be liable on
summary conviction thereof to a fine not exceeding ten pounds.

SECTION 17 OF THE FISHERIES (AMENDMENT) ACT 1991
17. Section 294 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by the insertion of a new subsection as

follows:

"(2A): (a) An appointment shall not be confirmed unless the person concerned has been issued by 
the appropriate regional board with a certificate of suitabilityfor appointment.

(b) An appointment shall be for a period not exceeding five years.

(c) Every appointment made before the commencement of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 
1991, and in force at - the date of the commencement thereof  shall expire not later than 
five years after that date.

(d) The form of instrument of appointment set out in the Sixth Schedule to this Act may be 
modified in conformity with the provisions of this subsection.

SIXTH SCHEDULE

Form of Appointment of Waterkeeper Under Section 294 the Fisheries (Consolidation) Act, 1959.

I. A.B. (or we, A.B. and C.D., as the case may be) of _____________________________________

(name the place or places of residence).
do hereby appoint E.F. of _________________________________ (name the place of his residence),

a Waterkeeper to protect the fishery of ________________________________
(name the fishery, river, or sea coast, as the case may be),

pursuant to the Fisheries (Consolidation) Act, 1959 as amended by the Fisheries
(Amendment) Act, 199 1,
and the said E.F., of ____________________________________ (name the place of his residence),

is hereby authorised to do all lawful acts as such Waterkeeper according to the provisions of the
said Acts.
(Signed)
To all whom it may concern:
I, the undersigned Justice of the District Court do hereby approve of the above
appointment.

(Signed) _________________________________________________(Judge of the District Court)

ANGLING CLUB ORGANISATION
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APPOINTMENT OF PRIVATE WATERKEEPERS
UNDER SECTION 294 OF THE FISHERIES (CONSOLIDATION) ACT 1959 AND

SECTION 17 OF THE FISHERIES (AMENDMENT) ACT 1991

PROCEDURE

Any club can appoint Private Waterkeepers and, with more and more people
banding themselves together into angling and fisheries conservation groups, it

has assumed an urgency.

The appointment of waterkeepers under Section 294 of the 1959 Fisheries Consolidation Act has
been done by many well established clubs over the last 35 years or so and it has proved to be
effective and relatively straightforward.  This community type involvement is vital for the survival
of our game fisheries and to supplement the protection work of the Regional Fisheries Boards.

It is advisable to get a local solicitor to do the necessary paperwork for presentation to the District
Justice.  Copies of the Form Of Appointment duly signed and dated can be used as a warrant by
an appointee in pursuit of his duties.

Perusal of Section 294 and the Sixth Schedule indicates that all that is required is to present the Form
of Appointment for endorsement by the District Justice.  This saves time and trouble as it is not
required to present the matter in open Court.

The Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1991 has attached some further conditions to appointments including
the stipulation that a certificate of suitability for appointment must be issued by the appropriate
Regional Board within whose area of jurisdiction the appointee will operate.  The names of
potential appointees must therefore be submitted to the Regional Board.

Remember that under the Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1991, all waterkeepers appointed before June
1991 must now be re-appointed following all the procedures for first time appointments.

The following are the relevant sections of Legislation.

SECTION 294 OF THE FISHERIES CONSOLIDATION ACT 1959 294

(1) Each of the following persons-

(a) any person interested in the preservation of the fish of any river or lake.

(b) any persons who have united themselves into a society for the preservation of any fishery in
any river or lake,

(c) the owner of any fishery in any river or lake,

(d) the owner of any salmon fishery on the sea coast, may, from time to time, by instrument in
writing in the form set out in the Sixth Scheduleto this Act, appoint any person to be a
waterkeeper for the protection of the fisheries on such part of the sea coast or in any such lake
or river or the tributaries thereof.

For my Grandchildren

Finn, Daragh, Rory, Woody and Harry.

ANGLING CLUB ORGANISATION
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ANNUAL COMBINED
TROUT FISHING COMPETITION

In conjunction with the Ballyfelix Homecoming Festival

ON SUNDAY JUNE 26
BTSAA WATERS, RIVER OWENGLAS.

ADULTS: FLY FISHING ONL Y
WALSH TROPHY AND DONNELLY TROPHY

JUVENILES: ALL LEGAL METHODS
SCANLAN CUP

OTHER VALUABLE  PRIZES

ENTRIES :  2.30 TO 3.00. P.M. 
WOODY•S BRIDGE AND THE COMMUNITY CENTRE 

BALL YFELIX. 

WEIGH-IN COMMUNITY CENTRE
JUVENILES 9.00.P.M.              ADULTS 12.00 MIDNIGHT

Entry fee:    Adult Members � 10,     Juvenile Members � 3

BALLYFELIX TROUTAND SALMON ANGLERSÕASSOCIATION

T
R

O

UT & SALM ON ANGLER
S

BA LLYFEL I X
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ANGLING CLUB ORGANISATION

The purpose of this handbook is to guide angling clubs towards better organisation.

The need for angling clubs to be organised became clear to me  over many years,

in my dealings with the clubs themselves and on their behalf with official bodies.

In this day and age clubs need to be properly constituted and established.  They

need to be able to communicate on an ongoing basis with other interested

organisations in their area.  They need to relate formally and legally with their

members.  They need to regulate their business.  They need to be transparent and

accountable in their financial affairs.  They need to manage the fisheries over

which they have jurisdiction. They need to relate to Fisheries Boards and other

statutory bodies.  They need to establish their bona fides and their status in law.

The key to this is proper organisation.

There are many extremely well organised clubs in Ireland to whom this handbook may

be of limited appeal but it is hoped that, in many other cases, it will help aspiring

groups to band together into club units.  It is to be hoped that clubs will improve

their organisation and their enjoyment of angling through reading this handbook

and implementing some of the suggestions.

Depending on the extent and type of angling practised, the group of anglers banding

themselves together will have differing requirements in order to manage their

facility.  Models for these requirements are covered and the group should feel free

to choose the type and extent of the model which best suits them.

The ÒBallyfelix Trout and Salmon Anglers AssociationÓ is a fictitious club, but the

model should suit most real associations of anglers whichever species they pursue.

Again it is a matter of choosing what suits.

I N T R O D U C T I O N
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9. No competitor may  win more than one prize.

10. Weigh-in Stewards have the right, without stating reasons, (after
deliberation), to refuse to accept any fish for weigh-in.

11. It is a condition of entry that competitors agree to be bound by these rules.
Any competitor adjudged to have contravened  these rules will be
disqualified from the competition and may be debarred from participating
in future competitions run by B.T.S.A.A.

12. Association stewards will patrol the river during the competition.

13. Weigh-in at the Community Centre, Ballyfelix 
JUVENILES 9.00.p.m.
ADULTS 12.00. midnight.
Catches presented later than the due time will not be accepted.

14. Championship Points for Angler of the Year will be awarded to both Adult
and Juvenile com petitors in this competition, in order of finishers, as
follows: 10-7-5-4-3-2-1.

Weigh-in Stewards: Finn Haddon, Ray Byrne, Harry Kinsella 

Judge: Ruair’ î h ƒide‡n

C H A P T E R  1

THE RESOURCE AND ITS MANAGEMENT-
Ownership, leases or other arrangements.

Ireland is endowed with an abundance of freshwater of reasonably good quality,

well populated with fish of exotic and indigenous origin and available at a

reasonable charge to anglers.  Sea Angling is freely available to boat and

shore anglers alike. 

The ownership of waters varies from club to club.  Ownership is created by

having an interest in and sharing of the resource, and sharing of the

responsibility for the management and conservation of the resource. 

In many cases, a fishery is not owned in the legal sense of ownership of title.

It is not owned by its being vested in one owner or its being exclusive or

negotiable.  It is owned by having a vested interest in its development and

exploitation.  Some clubs however do own waters or have very tight leases of

waters at varying rents.  I know of one club which controls 30 miles of wild

trout water with some salmon.  I know of another whose members are confined

to fishing less than a mile of salmon water.  Another club owns a twenty acre

lake which they stock every year; another enjoys a renewable lease of a State

fishery for which they pay a fair rent. 

Some clubs enjoy their angling on a particular stillwater or river due to the

generosity of local farmers who may or may not own the fishing rights but who

allow club members free access to the water. Contrast these with those clubs

whose members have access to and fish the vast expanses of the Western or

the Shannon Lakes in Ireland for example where conservation, protection and

development is the business of State Agencies acting in concert with the clubs.

There are even some clubs who have no claim to ownership and whose

members are simply allowed to use the waters controlled by others.
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The Regional Fisheries Boards are ideally placed to assist clubs in all aspects of

management including development and protection.  Many clubs already

enjoy the fruits of a partnership with Regional Fisheries Boards in the leasing

and running of their fisheries.  The common goal of the sustainable

management of the fisheries in which both have an interest, forges healthy

constructive relationships between them.  This partnership needs to continue

in the best interests of our fisheries and the clubs who manage them.

Ownership of the sea is vested in every citizen of Ireland.  The beaches are free

and available to everyone.  Access is open through registered access points

and, once on the beach, the angler is free to roam and fish at will.  Sea

angling clubs facilitate access and use by signposting the good fishing marks.

Boat sea anglers are well supplied with boatslips and berths so it is convenient to

go afloat.  W ith relatively little expenditure on ownership and access the sea

angling clubs can afford to supply good clubhouses.  There are excellent

examples of these right around the coast where members can meet and have

a cheering cup before and after a day out on the ocean.  They also serve as

venues for sign-on and weigh-in for local, provincial and international

competitions.

However ownership is enjoyed, it is essential for any club, especially in matters

of litigation, to be able to establish ownership of all or por tion of the waters

where their members pursue their sport.  It is obviously easier to establish

ownership by title than by vested interest. There are now definite proposals to

vest fisheries especially State fisheries in local interests including angling clubs

and community groups. This obviously places an onerous responsibility on

clubs to get organised to meet the welcome challenge of ownership control

and management of their particular fishery resource.

BALLYFELIX TROUTAND SALMON
ANGLERSÕASSOCIATION

RULES FOR ANNUAL COMBINED TROUT FISHING COMPETITION

SUN JUNE 26 2005

1. Competitors must be fully paid-up  members for 2005.

2. All legal types of fishing allowed in Juvenile section.
Wet and Dry Fly only in Adult section.

3. Entry fees: Adults � 10
Juveniles � 3

Entries from 2.30 to 3.00. p.m at W oodyÕs Bridge and the Community
centre Ballyfelix for all competitors.

4. Prizes: Adult Competition: Heaviest Bag: Walsh Trophy + replica 
+ carbon fibre fly rod. 

Heaviest trout: Donnelly Memorial Trophy
+ replica + prize 

Additional prizes will also be awarded.
Juvenile Competition : Heaviest Bag: Scanlan Cup + replica 
Additional prizes will also be awarded.

5. Civility to stewards and waterkeepers is expected and all catches must be
surrendered to them for examination on request. 

6. Fishing confined to waters controlled by  BT.S.A.A.

7. No trout under NINE INCHES (20.3cm) to be presented to weigh-in
stewards: fish to be measured from tip of snout to fork of tail. 

8. The usual bag limit of SIX TROUT holds for this competition.

A P P E N D I X  ( v )
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� All trout under eight (8) inches must be returned to the water

� Members are advised to return all fish, in excess of their food requirements

and in adherence to specific regulations, alive and unharmed to the water

� Members should carry current Membership Card when fishing in  Association

waters

� A Member should display a current Membership Badge when fishing in

Association waters

� When an Angler has a pool occupied a member must not "step in" in front of

him and start  fishing

� Members must, at all times, show civility to Water-keepers, Committee, fellow

member and riparian owners.

THE CLUB OR ASSOCIATION

Researching the angling groups affiliated to the Representative Bodies and

other groups, it is hard to differentiate between those which are ÔclubsÕ and

those which are ÔassociationsÕ.  It is fair to conclude that there is actually no

difference in definition only in name.  The titles are interchangeable and so for

convenience, the term ÒAssociationÓ or ÒClubÓ are used to apply to any group

of anglers constituted in the pursuit of their sport.  W ith very few exceptions

angling clubs are not-for-profit organisations.  Most of the revenue gathered

through membership fees and other sources is used to fund organisation,

administration and general management.

Voluntarism is an essential element in the make-up of clubs where sportsmen-cum-

managers give of their time, energy and expertise for the benefit of their fellow

members and the community at large.

C H A P T E R  2

3
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Perusing the club registers to which I have had access I see that the number of

members ranges from lows of about 25 to highs of 800.  One well known

representative body reckons that among their 106 affiliated clubs the average

membership is 116. Lady membership is generally very low and juvenile

membership has dropped over the last ten years. These figures  point up the

need for active recruitment, training and coaching of future members if

recreational angling is to survive and grow. The bigger clubs obviously place

more demands on organisation and management than the smaller ones but

there are basic tenets of organisation which apply to all, irrespective of size.

An angling association/club nor mally consists of Members, Officers, Committee,

and Trustees.  The officers are normally  as follows:  President, Chairman,

Vice-Chairman, Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer. 

The day to day management of the Association is vested in the Honorary Officers

and Committee. 

CODE OF CONDUCT

It is a condition of membership that a member honour the Code of Conduct as set

out below.  Failure to do so may result in suspension or expulsion from

the Club.  

� Every Member shall, when requested by Water-keeper, a Riparian Owner or

his Agent or a Member of the Committee, produce his Membership Card

� Every Member shall, when requested by a Water-keeper, produce any fish in

his possession

� Payment of the Annual Subscription entitles the Member to fish with one rod

only. A second rod or hand lines must not be set. The use of any bait under 3

inches (76 millimetres) is banned on Association waters between the 30th of

September in any year to the last day of February in the following year

inclusive except by a member of the Association who holds a current salmon

licence and is fishing for salmon. Ground-baiting and float-fishing are strictly

prohibited on Association waters

� Members must not damage fences, leave gates open or spread litter

� A Member, when fishing, must not be accompanied by a dog or dogs

A P P E N D I X  ( i v )
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C H A P T E R  3

MEMBERSHIP

Amember can be defined as one who has paid oneÕs membership fee for the

current year.  Membership is current from the due date for which the fee is

paid in one year to the due date on which fees fall due for payment in the

following year.  These fees are usually the most important source of revenue

for the club. 

Membership is usually differentiated into two categories - Juvenile and Adult and

there is an appropriate subscription for each category.  Membership is usually

renewable on an annual basis.  Membership may be confined to a given

number, and aspiring members put on a waiting list.  When a personÕs turn

comes they may be required to pay a joining fee in addition to a subscription.

A lapsed member or a person joining for the first time may be required to pay

a joining fee in addition to the Annual Subscription.  The joining fee is usually

a percentage of the Annual Subscription - say fifty percent.  Juvenile members

graduating to the adult ranks are exempt from this levy.  Some associations

have provision for Honorary Life Members and/or Honorary Members. 

T
R

O

UT & SALM ON ANGLER
S

BA LLYFEL I X

BALLYFELIX TROUT AND SALMON
ANGLERS ASSOCIA TION

Telephone (and FAX) 045 433068
Aisangara Lodge, Ballyfelix.

No: 45

MEMBERSHIP CARD

MEMBERÕS NAME:

ADDRESS:

SEASON:

BY WHOM ISSUED:



6

ANGLING CLUB ORGANISATION

47

ANGLING CLUB ORGANISATION

The Committee arranges for the sale of membership tickets to members and may

distribute supplies to suitable centres for sale to facilitate members.  Conditions

may be attached to membership and certain obligations apply to membership

including reporting of catch, observation of bye-laws, respect for property etc.

Members constitute the defining body at the Annual General Meeting and only

members are entitled to vote at the AGM.  The AssociationÕs Trustees, Officers

and all members, including day members, should be covered by insurance.

MEMBERSHIP REGISTER

For the purpose of insurance and also in the interest of better communications

every association should draw up a register of members giving the names

addresses and date of joining of all members including juveniles.

For convenience, telephone and Fax numbers can be appended together with

email addresses where available.

BALLYFELIX TROUTAND SALMON ANGLERS ASSOCIATION
Telephone (and FAX) 045 433068

Aisangara Lodge, Ballyfelix.
20/03/2005.

To: All Members Committee.

NOTICE OF MEETING

Dear Member,
A meeting of the above will be held in the Community Centre, Main Street, Ballyfelix on
Monday March 31st 2003 at 8.00. p.m.

AGENDA

1. Attendance 

2. Minutes

3. Arising out of the Minutes

4. Date/Place of next Meeting 

5. Correspondence 

6. TreasurerÕs Report, affiliations and insurance

7. Report from Grant Aid Sub-committee

8. Report on Kinsella Cup Competition

9. Arrangements for Gareth Byrne Challenge Trophy

10. Programme of work

11. Application for raffle Licence

12. Any Other Business.

You are cordially invited to attend.

______________________________
Daragh Haddon 
Hon. Secretary. 

A P P E N D I X  ( i i i )
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THE COMMITTEE

The Officers and Committee are elected/re-elected by the Annual General

Meeting from among the attendants who were members for the previous year.

The Committee remains in place until the next Annual General Meeting when

elections take place again.  The Constitution may limit the continuous term of

service of any of the Officers to a specific number of years e.g. three, with the

option of re-election after the elapse of one year.  There are arguments for such

discontinuity, and generally speaking it is healthier not to be bound to an

indefinite term of service for any officer.  The prospect of a short term

commitment may also encourage more and younger members to take up office

thus ensuring a healthy turnover of working officers.

The Committee meets on a regular basis to process the day to day business of the

club as per the Agenda on the notice convening the meeting.  The meeting

orders the items of business, many of which will be re-occurring from meeting

to meeting.  Other items may appear on an ad-hoc basis such as the report of

a sub-committee or the arrangement of a competition.  It is useful to have a

pro-forma agenda sheet on which the items of business can be varied to meet

the requirements of a particular meeting.

C H A P T E R  4
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The Committee are elected at the Annual General Meeting from among the

members for the previous year.  The Committee remains in place until the next

Annual General Meeting when elections take place again. It meets on a

regular basis to process the business of the club as per the agenda on the

notice convening the meeting.

Officers and members of the Committee are elected at the Annual General

Meeting.  Their term of office is usually until the next Annual General Meeting.

Some Constitutions limit the continuous term of an officer to a specific number

of years e.g. three, with the option of re-election after the elapse of one year.  

SUB-COMMITTEES

The Committee may appoint sub-committees to process certain work on its behalf

and report back to the Committee.  The duration, financing and operation of

a sub-committee may be limited and defined by the Association.  As well as

existing Committee members, any other member or members of the

Association may be co-opted to serve on a sub-committee.  Outside expertise

may also be recruited.  Meetings of sub-committees should be as informal as

possible.  The one item agenda should facilitate this.  Members are expected

to accept tasks to be completed by the next meeting of the Committee and to

make recommenations to Committee as to how to progress the project in hand.  

A sub-committee usually elects a Chairman from amongst its members at its first

meeting.  Sub-committees may assist in the areas of Health and Safety, Youth

Activity, Fund Raising, Development, Competitions and any project which is

particular to the club at a point in time.

FORM OF AGREEMENT

I, the undersigned, do hereby grant unto the 

BALLYFELIX TROUT AND SALMON ANGLERS ASSOCIATION AND THE MEMBERS THEREOF, 

full licence, right and authority to fish, and to take and carry away fish, of every kind in that

portion of the RIVER OWENGLASbetween or adjoining my lands situated at

(Name Townlands)                        ( Ballyduff and Milltown)

in the COUNTY OF __________________________________

Subject to the resident at                            ( Maya House)

having full right for himself and friends to fish,               

and the owner of                                 ( Aisangara Farm)

having the right to revoke this Agreement at any time
and reserve the sole authority over these waters.

Also for them, their bailiffs, waterkeepers and agents, to traverse and use the banks of the said river for any
purpose necessary for the proper exercise of this permission, and to enter and pass and re-pass on foot over
the lands.

And I do hereby authorise the Association and Members thereof of and their servants to do all such things
and take all such steps as may be necessary to preserve the said Fishing Rights, and to prevent unauthorised
persons from fishing or poaching in the said river;  and for this purpose to bring proceedings for any breach
of the Fishing Laws;  and in their name and on their behalf to proceed by way of trespass or otherwise,
against all unauthorised persons entering on the said lands and generally do all such things as I, the owner
of the said Fishing Rights, would be entitled to do in such protection thereof.

And I understand that the Association shall indemnify its Trustees against liability in the event of any accident,
loss or mishap sustained by any member and that Water-keepers and Assistant Water-keepers shall be insured
by the Association against any accident sustained while carrying out their duties for the Association.

As Witness my hand this ______________ day of ______________          _______ 

Signed ___________________________________________

Witness ___________________________________________

A P P E N D I X  ( i i )

LEASES AND AGREEMENTS
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10. FINANCE
The Committee shall have control of the finances of the Association.

(a) The Honorary Treasurer shall receive all monies on behalf of the Association and shall lodge same in a
Banking Account in the name of the Association. All accounts for payment shall be approved at the monthly
meetings of the Committee. Cheques shall be signed by the Honorary Treasurer and Honorary Secretary.

(b) The Honorary Treasurer shall present an audited statement of the Accounts to the Annual General Meeting.
(c) Small incidental expenses such as postage, etc., incurred shall be recorded in a Petty Cash book kept for

that purpose.
(d) All proceeds from winning Prize Bonds or other lottery tickets held by the Association in the names of

Officers of the Association shall automatically accrue as the property of the Association.
(e) The financial year of the Association shall end on 20th January of each year.

11. AMENDMENTS
(a) Any addition, deletion or amendment  to this Constitution and Rules shall be made only at the Annual

General Meeting of the Association by a simple majority of those present and voting.
(b) Notice of such proposed additions, deletions or amendments must be given to the Honorary Secretary not

later than seven clear days prior to the date of the Annual General Meeting.

12. DISSOLUTION
If, at any General Meeting, a resolution for the dissolution of the Association shall be passed by a majority of the
Members present, and such resolution shall, at an Extraordinary General Meeting, held not less than one month
thereafter, at which not less than one half of the members shall be present, be confirmed by a resolution passed by
a majority of two-thirds of the members voting thereon, the Committee shall, thereupon or upon such future date as
shall be specified in such resolution, proceed to realise the property of the Association and, after the discharge of
all liabilities, shall divide the same equally among all the full members and upon the completion of such division the
Association shall be dissolved.

13. COMMENCEMENT OF RULES
These Rules came into effect on and from 15th February, 1975. Latest updating and  reprinting, January 1997
include all amendments to-date.

MEETINGS

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Every Association should have an Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting is usually held sometime during the close season,

if such exists or at a time of reduced angling activity.

Notice should best be given by mail.  It is usual to give at least fourteen days

notice.  The agenda, setting out the business of the meeting should be sent with

the notice. Copies of the Hon. SecretaryÕs Report and the Hon. TreasurerÕs

Report are best sent with the Notice of AGM but some Associations may

choose to circulate them at the meeting proper.  Notices of Motion should also

accompany the Notice of AGM.

In some cases, copies of the minutes of the previous meeting are sent as well.

The AGMAgenda should include the following:

(a) To hear the President's Address.

(b) To confirm the minutes of the previous General Meeting.

(c) To receive the Honorary Secretary's report.

(d) To receive the Honorary Treasurer's report.

C H A P T E R  5
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(e) To elect Honorary Officers, Members of Committee and Trustees for the

ensuing year.

(f) To elect designated Honorary Members.

(g) To appoint delegates to meetings of Representative Bodies to which the

association is affiliated and other bodies as necessary.   

(h) To elect an Honorary Auditor for the ensuing year.

(i) To deal with Notices of Motion before the Meeting in accordance with the

Constitution.

(j) To hear appeals if any in accordance with the Constitution.

(k) To deal with Any Other Business with the permission of the Chairman.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Committee Meetings should be held on a regular basis, normally once monthly,

at a convenient venue and time agreed by the Committee.

Notice should best be given by post but, if agreed, telephone or verbal

notice may suffice.  It is usual to give at  least  four days notice.  The agenda,

setting out the business of the meeting should be sent with the notice.  In some

cases, copies of the minutes of the previous meeting are sent as well.

Some Associations find it convenient to fix all the meetings for the coming year

on a certain day, say, the second Tuesday of every month.

Running the Meeting

The Chairperson, or in his absence the Vice-Chairperson should preside at all

meetings of the Committee. In the absence of the Chairperson and Vice-

Chairperson the meeting can elect its own Chairperson from among the

members present.

A quorum for Committee Meetings is necessary for the legality of a meeting and

its decisions.  A reasonable quorum would be one third of committee members

and should include at least one Officer.

(vi) Casual visiting Anglers may be permitted to fish at a weekly or daily charge; such permission may be
obtained from the Hon. Secretary, the Water-keepers or those selling Membership Tickets. 

(vii) The Association shall indemnify its trustees against liability in the event of any accident, loss or mishap
sustained by any member

(viii) Water-keepers and Assistant Water-keepers shall be insured by the Association against any accident sustained
while carrying out their duties for the Association.

(b) Borrowing:
If at any time the Association in General Meeting assembled shall pass a resolution authorising the Committee
to borrow money the Committee shall thereupon be empowered to borrow for the purpose of the Association
such amount of money either at one time or from time to time and at such rate of interest and in such form and
manner and upon such security as shall be specified in such resolution and thereupon the Trustees shall, at the
direction of the Committee make all such dispositions of the property of the Association and any part thereof
and enter into such agreement in relation thereto as the Committee may deem proper for giving security for such
loans, and interest. All members of the Association after the passing of such resolution shall be deemed to have
assented to the same as if they had voted in favour of the such resolution.

8. MEETINGS
1. Annual General Meeting: 
The Annual General Meeting of the Association shall be held on the last Sunday in February of each year or on a

date as near thereto as possible  for the following purposes:
(a) To hear the President's Address.
(b) To confirm the minutes of the previous General Meeting.
(c) To receive the Honorary Secretary's report.
(d) To receive the Honorary Treasurer's report.
(e) To elect Honorary Officers, Members of Committee and Trustees for the ensuing year.
(f) To elect designated Honorary Members.
(g) To appoint delegates to Annual General Meetings of Angling Reprsentative Bodies, and other bodies as

necessary.
(h) To elect an Honorary Auditor for the ensuing year.
(i) To deal with Notices of Motion before the Meeting in accordance with Rule IIb.
(j) To hear appeals if any in accordance with Rule 4 (f).
(k) To deal with any other business with the permission of the Chairman.

II. Extraordinary General Meeting:
(a) An Extraordinary General Meeting may be called by a two-thirds majority of the Committee or by a

requisition signed by at least twenty five members of the Association.
(b) Having received a proper demand for an Extraordinary General Meeting, the Chairman shall summon such

meeting to meet within twenty-one days of the receipt of such demand.
(c) Every demand for an Extraordinary General Meeting shall set forth the business for which it is required to

be assembled and no other business shall be considered at the Extraordinary General Meeting.

III.  Minutes:
The proceedings of every meeting of the Association, the Committee or Sub-Committees shall be recorded in minute
books kept for that purpose. The minutes as recorded shall be circulated at the next succeeding meeting and when
adopted with or without amendment shall be signed by the Chairman. Reports of Sub-Committee meetings shall be
conveyed to the Honorary Secretary of the Association as soon as possible.

9. COMPETITIONS
The incoming Committee of the Association shall elect each year, from among its members, a Competitions
Committee of five persons consisting of a Hon. Secretary/P.R.O. and others. The function of this Competitions
Committee shall be to do all things necessary for the successful and profitable running of competitions.

(a) The Committee may arrange and conduct such competitions as it considers desirable or necessary and lay
down conditions for same.

(b) The Committee may arrange competitions for the selection of individuals and/or teams to represent the
Association in Inter-Club or other competitions.

(c) The Committee may give permission to other Associations or bodies to hold competitions on their waters. 
(d) Full records of the results of competitions and fish caught throughout the year for the various Trophies shall

be kept by the Honorary Secretary so that a composite record will be available as required.
(e) Committees in charge of Competitions may refuse the entry, or deny the right to take part, of any Competitor

who fails to produce a current Membership Ticket on request, immediately before the start or at other
reasonable times subject always to the aggrieved person's right of appeal as set out in Rule 4 (f).
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(iv) An Officer or member of the Committee who, without reasonable cause, absents himself from three consecutive
meetings shall be deemed to have resigned from his office and the Committee shall fill the vacancy by co-option
of the member with the next highest number of votes at the Annual General Meeting, or as it may otherwise
determine.

(v) In the case of equality of vote on any motion at a Committee or General Meeting, the Member presiding shall
have and exercise a casting vote as well as a deliberate one.

(vi) In the event of an appeal being made to the next Annual General Meeting by any person aggrieved, the
decision of the Committee shall remain in force until the matter has been decided on by the General Meeting.

(vii) No person shall be eligible for any office or membership of any Committee unless he is a fully paid up member.
Only Adult Members shall be entitled to vote on any motion at any meeting of the Association except in the case
where a motion before the Annual General Meeting is for the raising of the Juvenile membership subscription.

(viii) Persons who have not attained their sixteenth birthday are not eligible for any office.
(ix) The Committee may appoint sub-committees as it deems necessary or expedient including a Committee for Youth.

Should the Committee not designate the Chairman, the Sub-Committee shall elect a Chairman from amongst its
Members at its first meeting. Any member or members of the Association may be appointed to serve on a sub-
committee. 

(x) The Committee may suspend any Member of the Association offending against the Constitution or the Rules of
the Association or any Bye-Laws made in accordance with the Rules subject to the right of the person aggrieved
to appeal as set out in Rule 4 (f). It may also re-instate members suspended by them.

(xi) The Committee may refuse membership to any applicant without stating reasons subject to the provisions of Rule
4 (f) setting out the right of appeal.

(xii) The Committee may summon an Extraordinary General Meeting in accordance with Rule 8, section II (a).
(xiii) The Committee is further empowered to give a ruling on any matter appertaining to the Constitution or the Rules

of the Association which may be referred to it.
(xiv) The Committee may co-opt not more than two additional members in any one year apart from those co-opted

under Section 5(iv); such a co-opted member only to hold office for the term of office of the Committee to which
he is co-opted provided that the co-opted member run for election to the Committee at the next Annual General
Meeting and, if not elected, he may not be co-opted during the following year.

(xv) Any contingency not specifically covered in this Constitution and Rules may be dealt with on its merits by the
Committee.

6. HON. MEMBERS, TRUSTEES AND HON. AUDITOR

(a) Honorary Members:
(1) The Committee may designate Honorary Members. The designation, which shall be in recognition of outstanding

service to the Association or the Sport is renewable annually on the recommendation of the Committee at the
Annual General Meeting.

(ii) Honorary Members may attend, speak and vote  at General Meetings .

(b) Trustees:
(i) Not less than two and not more than four members of the Association may be appointed to act as Trustees. The

Trustees shall be appointed, re-appointed and removed, on the nomination of the Committee at the Annual
General Meeting.

(ii) All the property of the Association shall be vested by the Committee in the Trustees and the Trustees shall deal
with the property so vested in them as directed by resolution of the Committee (of which an entry in the Minute
Book shall be conclusive evidence) and they shall be indemnified out of the funds of the Association against all
expenses, damages, costs and claims whatsoever incurred by them in the proper execution of their functions. 

(c) Honorary Auditor:
There shall be elected, at the Annual General Meeting, an Honourary Auditor for the ensuing year, who shall
carry out an audit of the accounts of the Association.

7. POWERS
(a) Regulations:
(i) The Committee may make Bye-Laws provided such Bye-Laws are not opposed to, or inconsistent with the

Constitution or the Rules of the Association.
(ii) The Committee shall arrange for the appointment of Water-keepers.
(iii) The Annual General Meeting shall direct the Committee to fix a size limit on all fish to be taken from their waters.

The existing limit for trout is 8 inches (203 millimetres).
(iv) The Annual General Meeting shall direct the Committee to fix a daily bag limit (the existing daily limit for trout is

four).
(v) The Annual General Meeting shall direct the Committee to fix an opening and closing date for the trout fishing

season. (The present season is from 1st March to 30th September, inclusive).

An Association may have a penalty for absence without reasonable cause by a

member from consecutive meetings in that the member in question shall be

deemed to have resigned.  The Committee may fill the vacancy by co-option.

In the case of equality of vote on any motion at a Committee or General Meeting,

the Chairperson shall have and exercise a casting vote as well as a

deliberate one.

Regular meetings are essential to good management.  Discussion should be

actively encouraged.  The business of the meeting is processed as per

the Agenda.  

The importance of good minutes cannot be over-emphasised.  They stand as the

historical record of the work of the club.  During the meeting, the minutes of

the previous meeting are read, adopted, with or without amendment, and

signed by the Chairperson.  The Hon. Secretary takes the minutes of the

present meeting and makes careful notes to be included for the information

of members.

Discussion should be actively encouraged.  Problems can be dealt with promptly.

Correspondence can be discussed and replies decided. Information flow is

facilitated.  Club and inter-club competitions can be arranged, fees paid and

team members notified. 

Progress can be reported on development projects and further work assigned.

Fund raising needs regular attention.  A membership problem may need

urgent attention.  Pollution problems will not wait.  Ideally meetings should not

be unnecessarily formal and members should be encouraged to participate

and feel part of the team so that the decisions which are eventually made

should be acceptable to all.
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SAMPLE CONSTITUTION
The sample Constitution is for a freshwater game angling club.  The articles of the Constitution of a

particular club will vary according to the location and the type of angling being practised.  This
sample covers most of the requirements of any angling club.  A particular club may prefer a less
elaborate Constitution and may vary these articles accordingly.  It is advisable to have a legal
person give a once over to your draft Constitution before proposing its adoption.

BALLYFELIX TROUT AND SALMON ANGLERS ASSOCIATION

CONSTITUTION

1. TITLE:The name of the Association is 

BALLYFELIX TROUT AND SALMON ANGLERS ASSOCIATION" or in the Irish language "CUMANN NA
N-IASCAIRI BREAC AGUS BRADAN DE BAILE FHEIDHLIMI

2. OBJECTS: The objects of the Association are to promote, develop and foster angling in the waters under its
control, to assist in the protection and preservation of waters and generally to exert its influence for the
betterment of the sport.

3. COMPOSITION: The Association shall consist of Trustees, Hon. Officers, Committee and Members. The
Association shall have the following officers - President, Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Hon. Secretary and Hon.
Treasurer.

4. MEMBERSHIP:

(a) A fully paid up member is one who has paid his subscription for the current year. Subscriptions paid in one
year are current until the last day of February in the next year.

(b) The annual subscription for adult Members shall be a minimum of � 40 and for Juveniles up to the age of
18 years � 8.  In addition to the Annual Subscription, there shall be a charge of 50% of current Annual
Subscription (i) to new adult members who wish to join the Association and (ii) to lapsed adult members who
wish to rejoin the Association.

(c) The Honorary Secretary shall supervise the sale of tickets to members and s/he may distribute supplies to
suitable centres to facilitate members.

(d) Members shall furnish such information as to fish caught by them as may be required from time to tome by
the Association.

(e) All notices required by this Constitution and Rules shall be deemed to have been properly given to members
if forwarded to the members by prepaid post at the address given in the Register and shall be deemed to
have been delivered two days after the date of posting.

(f) Every member suspended or otherwise aggrieved and every person whose application for membership has
been refused, shall have the right of appeal to the next Annual General Meeting.  Notice of Appeal must
be lodged with the Hon. Secretary within twenty one days of receipt of Notice of Suspension or other action
taken by the Committee.

5. MANAGEMENT

The management of the Association is vested in the Honorary Officers and a Committee of nine members.
The Committee members and the Honorary Officers shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting and shall hold
office until the conclusion of the next Annual General Meeting.  All outgoing officers shall be eligible for re-election.

THE COMMITTEE
(i) The Committee shall normally meet once monthly at such place and time as the Chairman may decide.  Notices

for such meeting may be by card, 'phone or verbal provided that at least four clear days notice shall be given.
(ii) The Chairman, or in his absence the Vice-Chairman, shall preside at all meetings of the Committee.  In the

absence of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman the meeting shall elect its own Chairman from among its members
present.

(iii) The quorum for Committee Meetings shall be five, which must include at least one Officer.

A P P E N D I X  ( i )
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In response to concern about stock levels, catch and release is being practised in

a number of countries as a measure to reduce fishing mortality in recreational

fisheries.  To be of value, Atlantic salmon which have been caught by anglers,

handled and then released must survive without a substantial reduction in

fitness.  While further studies are needed to assess the effects of catch and

release (e.g. on salmon caught early in the season) the research to date

indicates that the survival following catch and release can be high, although

survival is influenced by water temperature e.g. studies have shown that at

water temperatures greater than 180C mortality can exceed 30%.  Fish which

have been played quickly and handled gently will have the best chance of

surviving.  Where the intention is to return Atlantic salmon to the water after

capture, there are guidelines to assist in conservation efforts.  In many

countries, kelts and species other than salmon caught while salmon angling

are released.  The application of these guidelines to the treatment of these fish

should also improve their chances of survival following release.  The decision

as to whether, and if so where and when, catch and release is appropriate

should be made by those managing the specific fishery concerned in the light

of all the known factors about that particular stock.  The publication of these

guidelines and their adoption by NASCO does not imply that NASCO

endorses catch and release in any particular circumstances.

(The Guidelines are set out in Appendix VIII).

C H A P T E R  6

FINANCE AND FUNDING

The control of the finances of an Association is vested in the Committee and is

the special responsibility of the Honorary Treasurer.  He receives all monies on

behalf of the Association and lodges them in a Banking Account in the name

of the Association.  All accounts for payment shall be approved at the monthly

meetings of the Committee.  Cheques are usually signed by two officers one

of whom is the Honorary Treasurer. The Annual General Meeting usually

authorises these people to sign.

Accounts must be audited and the Honorary Treasurer shall present an audited

statement of the Accounts to the Annual General Meeting.

All proceeds from winning Prize Bonds or other lottery tickets held by the

Association in the names of Officers of the Association shall automatically

accrue as the property of the Association.

The financial year of an Association is defined as ending on a certain date well

in advance of the Annual General Meeting and the accounts up to and

including that date are presented for audit.
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ACCRUALS AND DISBURSEMENTS

If there is one item likely to cause discord among members of a club it is finance

- how monies are gathered, how monies are kept and how monies are spent.

These matters are of such importance as to be clearly covered in the

Constitution of a club.  While the Constitution of a club  may protect and direct

the finances of a club, it is up to the Officers and Committee to attend to the

financial resources and to make the case for sound funding of the club. 

Opinions differ on how funds should be gathered and how funds should be

disbursed.  Maybe the club should have a nest egg as a contingency fund for

future programmes or to possibly take a legal case.  A club may want to

purchase or lease additional waters.  They may want to fund an enhancement

programme for which they may be able to acquire matching funds as part of

a catchment management project.  

Some members may think that what spare money there is should be spent on

stocking-in grown fish so that anglers may catch more.  (The conventional

wisdom is that unless there is a wipe out of stocks, necessitating an immediate

replacement of catchable fish that stocking is not cost beneficial).

Does a club need to invest in boats or a clubhouse, slipways or moorings?

Should substantial funds be dedicated to a youth induction/coaching

programme?  Are competitions self financing?  Does a club need to fund better

Information Technology for the Secretary in the way of a computer?

Some monies are needed to fund the clubÕs involvement in Representative Bodies,

Federations, local and national committees.

Is the club breaking even on finances? Is the membership fee too small?

(In my experience there is always a resistance to an increase in the annual

membership fee).

Maybe some money should be spent on Recruitment or Public Relations?

Are the finances of a club on such a knife edge that an unforseen demand for

increased expenditure may tip them over the edge?

CATCH AND RELEASE

W ith dwindling stocks in freshwater and saltwater, anglers have become

more and more aware of the need to return all unwanted fish to the water.

Coarse fish anglers have always practised catch and release possibly because

their prey were not valued as table fish of the same culinary value as trout or

salmon or eels.  

For the same reason coarse fish were not commercially exploited in Ireland and

so they escaped the nets and the poachers traps.  However with population

declines among all species there is now an emphasis on the need to conserve

trout salmon and eels together with all the coarse fish.  The advice below refers

particularly to salmon but the principles and practice are equally valid for

all species. 

C H A P T E R  1 4
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DO NOT

� do not take for granted the reaction of children to any situation. 

� Be vigilant at all times and ready to take emergency action.

FINALLY

Remember the best safety equipment is common sense.  A careful approach will

not only keep you and others free from injury, it will help you catch more fish.

Liability insurance is an absolute necessity for any angling club.  The finances of

a club must be in such state of credit as to accommodate any inopportune

increase in insurance premiums.

It is the responsibility of the Officers and Committee to make sure that the club

remains financially viable.  On this basis they should defend calls for increases

in membership fees while at the same time encouraging members to get

involved in fund raising activities. 

Most clubs cannot survive on membership fees alone.  Fund raising other than by

membership fees is a feature of most clubs.  The annual raffle can be useful

with the help of some local community support and sponsorship of prizes.

Other options include flag days, church gate collections, sponsored angling

events, sponsored marathons, membersÕ draws, and events such as the annual

barbecue etc., all help to bolster the funds.  Investment of some funds in prize

bonds could deliver the fortuitous windfall to a club.

In summary a fairly sizeable contingency fund is advisable.  Competitions should

be self financing.  There needs to be fund raising.  Borrowing for day to day

spending is not on.  There should be a realistic membership fee and the club

should be aware of the principles of accountability and value for money.
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DO NOT

� do not as a rule, try to pull an angler who has fallen overboard back onto the

boat. It is generally better to tie the person to the boat and head for shore or

shallow water as quickly as practicable. In doing so, be aware of the dangers

of propellers. 

Safety Around Children

DO 

� do have a policy of safety around young anglers

� do be aware of the Irish Sports CouncilÕs position and advice in this area

� do be par ticularly careful around children involved in angling activities

� do ensure that supervisors are qualified and suitable and have some training

and expertise in this area

� do involve parents and/or guardians and obtain their suppor t and consent.
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Boating

DO

� do pay attention to legal requirements applying to safety in the operation of

angling boats

� do use a suitable outboard motor which is working efficiently.  It should be

secured to the boat by a safety strap.  A cord or lanyard attached to controls

will stop the engine should the operator fall overboard. Spare shear pins, split

pins and sparking plugs, together with the tools to fit them, should be carried 

� do use a safe well-designed boat. As a general rule, the bigger and more

stable the better

� do try to keep the boat level.  Do not, as a general

rule, stand up in the boat, and never in rough

conditions.  Only one person at a time should

change seats.  Always have a hand on the boat

and never stand on the seats.  Do not, suddenly,

change position or lean over the side of the boat,

particularly to free a line which has tangled round

the propeller.  Row ashore to remove the obstacle 

� do carry some spare rope on board 

� do ensure you have sufficient petrol to cover eventualities 

� do start your motor in sufficient time when drifting towards a rocky shore.

Outboard motors tend to refuse to start when they are needed most 

� do pay attention to weather forecasts.  If gale force winds are predicted, do

not go out in a boat.  Generally it is safer to head upwind if you suspect that

the wind will increase in strength later 

� do always cast "outside" the boat. It is a danger to boatmen and fellow

anglers, to take the cast and leader across the boat.  If you are right handed,

learn to cast over your left shoulder 

� do stay with the boat if you fall overboard. Remember, the boat can save you

if you can hold onto it. 

CUSTODY AND CONSERVATION

The primary objects of an angling club are to promote, develop and foster

angling in the waters under its control, to assist in the protection and

preservation of waters and generally to exert its influence for the betterment of

the sport of angling.  Angling clubs have had control and custody of certain

waters in this country on a continuous basis for up to fifty years or more.

The benefits and rights to access and to fish are afforded to their accredited

and registered members who pay a membership fee, and to tourists under

certain conditions.  Some waters were held by Ògrace and favour Ò of the local

owner or farmer.  In other circumstances where required, they have paid a

reasonable rent and have honoured the conditions of lease/licence as best

they could. 

They have managed these fisheries according to their Constitution and

conventional wisdom and, at a time when no one else was interested, were

encouraged to carry out this task by the lessor/licensor of the day (Dept of

Fisheries, Fishery Conservancy Board, Central Fisheries Board, Regional
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Fisheries Board).  As custodians of the fishery, they improved, conserved and

protected the resource at no cost to the State and with a major voluntary effort

from their members. In general they did a good job.  

Security of tenure by a bona fide angling club or association, at a reasonable

rent and under reasonable conditions of licence, is paramount for the long

term sustainable management of their fishery and for the enjoyment of angling

by their members and by tourists.

There is an obligation on all angling clubs to carry Liability Insurance to cover

members, including day ticket holders (who are technically members for the

day).  The substantial cost of insurance is a huge financial burden on the

finances of any angling club.

It should be recognised that club insurance makes it possible for these fisheries to

be made available to tourists in a responsible way.  W ithout the insurance and

the co-operation of the club, tourist angling arrangements would be very

difficult if not impossible.

The 1999 Fisheries Act  specifically states Ò A regional board shall have regard

to the particular role and contribution of angling clubs and associations in the

sustainable management and development to the public benefit of State,

public and other inland fisheries in its fisheries regionÓ

The club in concert with the regional board should manage the development of

the resource in accordance with an agreed programme of work.  Many small

works can be done by anglers themselves with local assistance.

More ambitious projects may necessitate the use of outside help and advice.  

The membership of Regional Fisheries Boards includes representatives of coarse,

sea, salmon and trout anglers. One of the major responsibilities of the RFBs is

to develop angling including sea angling in their region of jurisdiction.

Since they were formed in 1980, the RFBs have pursued the goal of developing

angling with commitment and enthusiasm. Their staff have been involved in

organising and running events for clubs, usually in unsocial hours and often at

� do remember that felt soles give a good grip on rocks but can be treacherous

on mud or wet grass.  Replace waders or studs when the soles begin to lose

their grip 

� do pay attention to changes in the water level.  A flooded stream can cut off

your return route.  A sudden rise can trap you on a shelf in mid-river.

Beware of potentially dangerous areas down river from hydroelectric power

stations which release generating floods. 

� do try to stay calm if you fall into a deep pool.  Float on your back with your

feet together and pointing downstream.  Use your hands as paddles to guide

you towards shallow

water.  It is then better to

crawl onto the bank

before trying to empty

your waders

� do, when wading in

estuarine waters, pay

great attention to

tides, especially when

fishing from sandbanks

uncovered at low tide.

A flowing tide can quickly

isolate your mark and

deepening water can cut

off your safe return to land.

DO NOT

� do not wade downstream in deep, fast-flowing water, unless you are certain

you can reach the bank without wading back up against the flow 

� do not cross your legs when turning in strong currents.  You become less stable

and more likely to be knocked over by the current.  Try to keep your feet apart

to increase stability 

18
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� do wear a life jacket or a well-designed buoyancy waistcoat. It should be

worn over all other clothing at all times 

� do look out for others to avoid hitting them with your back cast 

� do wear war m, waterproof clothing 

� do take a torch for night-time angling 

� do check tide tables and expected heights if fishing in tidal waters 

� do be prepared to help others without risking your own safety 

� do familiarise yourself with resuscitation techniques. 

DO NOT

� do not fish alone if you are elderly or in poor health. Inform people where you

intend to fish 

� do not wade in rivers that are in spate.  It is not worth the risk 

� do not take risks by going out of your depth while following a large fish you

have hooked.  It is better to lose the fish than your life 

� do not ever step onto ice.  It may slope towards deep water. It may not be

uniformly thick. The water level may have dropped so that the ice is not being

supported 

� do not continue fishing during a thunderstorm.  Keep low and lay your rod

horizontally on the ground or across the boat 

� do not smoke when operating an outboard motor or when refilling with petrol. 

Wading

DO 

� do take care when wading.  Take your time and move deliberately, keeping

your eyes open for large boulders, sloping shelves of rock, unstable gravel,

sudden changes of depth.  Take particular care in low clarity water in

certain lakes  

� do use a wading staff.  It helps you to keep your balance, find underwater

obstructions and measure depth 

their own expense. Many Festivals and competitions have benefited from

their work.

The many angling guides and promotional brochures produced by the Boards are

testament to their interest.  They have done battle for anglers and represented

them at expert level in Court in cases of pollution and other abuses of

fishery law.

There also exists a healthy partnership between the angling clubs and the Boards

in the technical areas of protection, access, stocking, predator control,

conservation, development and other matters to do with the proper

management of the fishery.  Most clubs would agree that this partnership is

essential to their existence and they would welcome it on that basis.

The physical presence of local anglers on any fishery should be recognised as an

invaluable protection and conservation asset as well as giving assurance to

owners that their interests are well served.  Local anglers are the eyes and ears

of the fishery.  They are the first to know when something is going wrong.

It usually only takes low-key patrols by club members to keep things

under control; anglers should not be expected to put themselves at risk in

these activities.

It is the responsibility of any angling club that the tenets of Irish fisheries legislation

are adhered to in the fishery controlled by them.  Reports of poaching should

be immediately followed up and relayed to fisheries board staff.  Pollution

incidents and black spots should be noted and reported to the fisheries board.

The appointment and use of Private Waterkeepers under Section 294 of the 1959

Act is an effective way of exercising enforcement of protection and

conservation laws.  Appointment is relatively straightforward.  There is a

pro-forma instrument of appointment which is authorised by a Judge of the

District Court with the approval of the Regional Fisheries Board.  

The Regional Fisheries Board should facilitate and encourage the appointment of

Private Waterkeepers and on request give some basic training to them in the
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difficult areas of vigilance and enforcement.  This is another good example of

a healthy partnership between volunteers who work gratis and the statutory

law-enforcement agency, both working to the benefit of the fish and the fishery.

In the Trout and Coarse Angling fields the eight Regional Fisheries Development

Societies (or ÒCo-opsÓ as they are called) are very useful to Angling Clubs.

The brief of the Development Societies is based on the position, as laid down in

legislation: that the Marine Minister Òmay out of moneys provided by the

Oireachtas  make payments to the regional board of whose region a fisheries

co-operative societyÕs area consists or forms part of to reimburse the board to

such an extent as the Minister, with the approval of the Minister for Finance,

thinks fit, for any expenditure of the board in making payments to the society

towards those disbursed by the society for the development in the public

interest of trout or coarse fish fisheries in fisheries in specified areas in

the region.Ó

In brief, each of the Societies collects money by selling shares to angling clubs.

Angling clubs make application for grant-in-aid from the Society in their area,

for development works done which have the prior approval of the Fisheries

Board.  An application, including vouched receipts, by the Development

Society to the Fisheries Board should have the desired effect of attracting

money to be granted to the angling club which has done the work.

Clubs should be aware of the contacts in the Development Society which

operates in the area of their particular fishery so that they may process

applications for funding.

SAFE ANGLING

Every angling association should have a safety code and should regularly

advise members on safe angling.

One angling fatality is one too many.  Every effort should be made to avoid

accidents while fishing.  As with all fatal accidents, the effects on the bereaved

have been devastating.  With more and more

people coming in to the sport the numbers would

tend to increase.  Recent tragic fatalities at sea and

several near fatalities in rivers and lakes has

prompted a response from the Representative

Bodies, in the belief that, with care, common sense

and co-operation most accidents can be avoided. 

Death by drowning is the most obvious danger but

other threats include fractured bones by falling;

hooking in the head or eye by fast moving flies and

lures and electrocution through wet tackle, lead cored lines and carbon fibre

rods.  Maverick farm animals can also pose a threat to life and limb. 

General Safety

DO 

� do look out for the live electric fence 

� do look out for the bull in the field 

� do be aware of undermined/eroded banks 

� do protect your eyes by wearing spectacles or wrap-around sunglasses

� Protect your ears by wearing suitable headgear, especially when fishing on

windy days 
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The Policy applies to the ordinary activities of members - incidental to the Sport

of Angling.  These activities include - meetings, competitions, leisure angling,

casual water-keeper activities, property repairs, building of foot bridges,

trimming river banks and so forth.  The Policy does not apply to loss or

damage to any property owned by members, such as motor vehicles, engines,

fishing gear or boats.  The Public Liability Policy has been extended to include

an indemnity to individual members, farmers and riparian owners. 

Boating is not normally insurable under standard Public Liability Policies but our

scheme has been specially extended to include the use of Rowing Boats or

similar Boats, fitted with an outboard engine, and up to seven metres in length

(incidental to Angling only).  Hired boats are the responsibility of the owners

and liability cover for such should be provided by the owners in the first place.  

Temporary employment of labour is covered under our Employers Liability Policy.

Clubs should declare the sums expended on an annual basis, if total payments

exceed � 127.00 per annum.  Longer term employment or work undertaken

by means of a Social Employment Scheme does not fall within the scope of

our Policy.  The Policy is applicable within Ireland, Britain, Isle of Man and the

Channel Islands.  The Policy Renewal Date is February 22nd each year, and

remains in force for a period of one year, subject to payment of the renewal

premium by each participating clubÓ.

ÒPersonal Accident cover is available under a different policy than Liability

Insurance.  A minimum contribution per club applies. General information and

application form are available from the Representative BodyÓ. 

Queries on club insurance are best directed to the particular Representative Body
by whom a club should be covered for a particular discipline of angling.

DEVELOPMENT

ÒIMPROVE THE HABITATAND YOU IMPROVE THE ANGLINGÓ

O ur rivers, lakes and inshore fisheries are priceless natural resources which

it is our great privilege to enjoy.  While it is possible to create new golf

courses or football grounds, it is true to say that we cannot do the same for

wild fisheries.  The good Lord has given us as many as we are going to get.

Unfortunately those we have got are being reduced in extent by creeping

residential development, pernicious pollution and overfishing.  It is up to the

angling club to manage and develop these precious waters for exploitation

and enjoyment by their members.

There is routine maintenance to be done on the fishery each year.  Short term

maintenance to improve availability of angling can involve clearing scrub from

the bankside, repairing stiles and bridges, fencing and re-fencing riparian

areas and, where possible, removing snags from the water; signposts need to

be touched up; hazards need to be identified and put right; huts and

clubhouses need to be repaired and made more user friendly.  For lake clubs

C H A P T E R  8
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and sea anglers, boats will need attention and moorings need to be checked.

All this work is best done during the close season and before the opening day

of the new season.  However some work can wait till the weather and the

water warms up so that it is less hazardous and more enjoyable.

Longer term maintenance can be done every two or three years according to

need.  Such works include replacement of structures, repairs to roads and car

parks, major bank, instream work and foreshore.  It is a good idea to have a

plan for the fishery and to draw up a programme of works.

All of the works referred to above are straightforward enough but they do

demand a major input of labour, mostly supplied on a voluntary basis by club

members and friends. Some materials will need to be purchased at the most

reasonable price preferably from a local supplier who is well disposed to

the club.

For the more technical development works the club is better to seek expert advice

from the Regional Fisheries Board whose people have the required skills and

experience.  There may be a need for habitat surveys or water quality

assessment.  Ecological assessments may be called for. 

Damage as a result of floods or drainage works may need to be redressed.

Banks may need consolidation and armouring.  The adverse effects of gravel

removal or siltation may need to be remedied.  Timber deadfalls and other

flotsom and jetsom will also need to be removed from the water.

The labour pool for these works is in the main drawn from club members

augmented by volunteers from the community.  Some plant may need to be

hired or purchased.  The Regional Fisheries Board is invaluable in providing

supervision and guidance for the more ambitious programmes.

Longer term and more major operations also need to be done, again under

expert guidance.  In the area of habitat restoration and enhancement, silt will

need to be removed; the gravel beds used as redds by spawning fish need to

be raked and scoured and the nursery areas restored to sound former status.

INSURANCE

The most frequently asked questions by clubs are those to do with insurance

cover.  It is most important for any angling association to have Liability

Insurance.  The purpose of the Liability

insurance is to cover the legal liability of

a club (i.e. Officers and Members), for

acts of negligence or alleged negligence

arising from the club's activities. 

One of the best example we have of Liability

insurance is that carried by clubs

affiliated to the National Anglers

Representative Association (NARA) who

have kindly allowed us to use their

documentation.  Presumably the terms of

insurance organised by other

Representative Bodies are similiar.

ÒThe NARAPolicy applies to clubs which

have paid the appropriate Affiliation Fees

and Premiums in the particular year.  Insurance cover is provided for

MEMBERS ONLY.  An accurate listing of each clubÕs members must be

retained by the Club Secretary, and the number of members must be declared

at the end of each calendar year.  New Members

that join an insured club during the year will

automatically be covered by the Policy.  Visiting

anglers come within the insurance in the same way

as Club Members provided that they become

members - even for a temporary period. 
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The official Representative Bodies for angling in Ireland are:

EFSA: European Federation of Sea Anglers

FISSTA: Federation of Irish Salmon and Sea Trout Anglers

IFSA: Irish Federation of Sea Anglers

ILFFA: Irish Ladies Fly Fishing Association

ITFFA: Irish Trout Fly Fishing Association

NARA: National Anglers Representative Association (Game Anglers)

NCFFI: National Coarse Fishing Federation of Ireland

SSTRAI: Salmon and Sea Trout Recreational Anglers of Ireland

TAFI: Trout Anglers Federation of Ireland

UAF: Ulster Anglers Federation.

The Official Bodies to which Representative Bodies for angling in Ireland are

affiliated are:

ACI: Angling Council of Ireland

EAA(I): European Anglers Alliance (Ireland)

RAI: Recreational Angling Ireland.

International bodies to which angling interests in Ireland are affiliated are:

CIPS: Confederation International de P•che Sportif

EAA: European Anglers Alliance

EFSA: European Federation of Sea Anglers

ITFFA: International Trout Fly Fishing Association

SALC: Sea Angling Liaison Committee (Great Britain and Ireland). 

Anglers may get further information by visiting the websites of these

organisations.

The building of instream structures such as groynes and weirs will enhance the

flow.  Shelters and holding pools for the fish will enhance their location for the

angler.  The seashore habitat is best conserved and enhanced for angling by

defining an inshore sanctuary area within which commercial fishing should not

be allowed.

Observant anglers will see the need for these works and encourage the club to

undertake them.  There is well worked cutting edge technology to be found in

our fisheries boards whose people are willing to help out with programmes of

habitat enhancement given the goodwill and labour input of angling clubs.

Matching funds are sometimes available for trout and coarse fisheries

development on a quid pro quo basis through the Regional Development

Societies.

Many of the more ambitious programmes are carried out as part of a catchment

management regime.  Ideally, the lessor and lessee of a particular fishery

should together work out a plan for the fishery which can proceed without the

involvement of the lessee club if the latter does not want to be involved.
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Affiliations

Existing angling clubs may be affiliated

to representative bodies and to

competition governing bodies.

The representative bodies do as their name

suggests: they represent their affiliates

to Government and other agencies on

matters to do with their business and

they do it on a national or global level

rather than on a local level.  Some

representative bodies also double as

competitions governing bodies.  They

also arrange liability insurance and

other services for their affiliated clubs.

A number of the representative bodies

may in turn be affiliated to national

and international bodies.  The

Representative Bodies and the National

Bodies may also have links to

International Bodies through their

being NGOs (Non Gover nment

Organisations) to these bodies.  For

example, FISSTA and NARA have

NGO status to NASCO (Nor th Atlantic

Salmon Conservation Organisation),

meetings of which they attend on a

regular basis.

C H A P T E R  1 1



28

ANGLING CLUB ORGANISATION

25

ANGLING CLUB ORGANISATION

which are made available at sign-on to competitors.  These should specify,

among other things, Date, Place, Start Time, Finish Time, Entry Fees, Prizes,

Size Limits, Bag Limits, Catch-and-Release(if applicable) and any other special

conditions.  The event should be advertised in advance so as to give people

the opportunity to enter.  People should be deputed to record entries and to

take entry fees.  Weigh-in stewards should be recruited for the weigh-in or in

a catch-and-release scenario to record catches as they occur.  Trophies and

prizes need to be purchased in advance.  Posters at strategic points will get

the message across.

Competitions run by Agencies other than the Club

Clubs participating in provincial, interprovincial, national and inter national

competitions must be affiliated to the recognised Competitions Governing

Body for their particular type of angling. The rules and rulings of the

Governing Body must be accepted and obeyed by the club as a condition

of entry.  

ENJOYMENT AND ACCESS

ENJOYMENT

The primary objective of any angling club is to exploit the fishery resource for

the purposes of angling and related activities.  The opportunity afforded to

anglers to enjoy wild fishing in rural surrounding should not be taken for

granted by them. It is indeed a privilege to commune with nature while

pursuing the challenges of angling.

The club, under its rules controls this exploitation by confining it to members and

by making rules or bye-laws to govern the activities of members while enjoying

the fishing.  A club may limit the number of members and the number of day

tickets issued and the charge for these.  The club may decide and fix bag

limits, size limits, number of rods fishing a particular beat, number of mounted

rods a member may fish, the bait type and size, beats to be designated

Òfly onlyÓ.  The club can define sanctuary areas and prohibit picnic fires.

They can also prohibit members from bringing dogs onto the fishery.

Members are obliged to adhere to these rules under pain of suspension or

expulsion from the club.  Obviously these rules and by laws must be in accord

with the Law of the Land and must not contravene any fishery regulations of

the Fisheries Boards or the Minister for The Marine.  Likewise they cannot

contravene any conditions of a lease or licence of a fishery.

C H A P T E R  9
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ACCESS

The privilege of access to a fishery is essential to the pursuit of angling.

Such access depends on the goodwill of the fishery owner and the riparian

owner.  While allowing general access the owner may require anglers to

follow certain guidelines.  Anglers may be obliged to stick to a certain

pedestrian route across the land to the water.  Gates should be closed; fences

should not be damaged; dogs should not be allowed free rein; litter should not

be left behind; fires not allowed in the vicinity of crops or forestry.  Cars may

be banned or anglers may be required to park in a designated area on or off

the land.  Rights of way are important and must be respected.

These restrictions may be part of a leasing arrangement for the fishery or they

may be by mutual agreement between the club and the owner.  It is best to

honour these restrictions in the interest of harmony and good relations.

Free access to the beach is available to all citizens.  There is no more pleasurable

pursuit than shore angling in the company of like-minded people in a quiet

location with tons of fresh ozone laden air to be enjoyed.

Boat angling on the sea or in freshwater lakes has an appeal all its own and,

given certain safety precautions, provides endless hours of pleasure to

the participants.

COMPETITIONS

There are different categories of competitions.  Some are run by the club itself,

some by the recognised competitions governing bodies.  For participation in

competitions other than club competitions, it is usually necessary for the club

to be affiliated to the national competitions body.  For example for trout clubs

to take part in the Provincial, Interprovincial, National and International, Youth

Trout Fly Fishing Competitions, it is a condition of entry that a competitorÕs

home club be affiliated to the Irish Trout Fly Fishing Association.

This Association is in turn affiliated to the International Trout Fly Fishing

Association and has been in existence for over seventy years.  It is

the recognised body in Ireland for game angling competitions.

Similar arrangements apply to sea angling in their affiliations to IFSAand

EFSA and to coarse anglers - NCFFI  and pike anglers  - IFPAC.

CLUB COMPETITIONS

Club Competitions are social and sporting events - they rarely make money; few

are even self financing and in the main they are supported by a few dedicated

member competitors.  Nevertheless they are an opportunity for club members

to meet, to bond and to socialise.  They provide a platform for

announcements, for progress reports and to sometimes organise voluntary

labour for immediate projects.  They also afford the opportunity to recruit new

members to the club.

Competitions at holiday weekends can also be used by those who have left the

locality to re-visit their home base and renew old acquaintances in a convivial

atmosphere.  They may be used as a memorial event to commemorate some

previous members and their efforts on behalf of the club.

The properly run competition should be governed by a set of rules, copies of
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